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German reparation. Thirdly, the French General Staff
failed to adapt itself to die new mechanized war
which the Germans had tried out in Spain and Poland.
It concentrated too much on defence, suffering from
what has been called "Maginitis," or too great a
belief in the impregnability of the Maginot Line, which
deprived the army of its mobility. Fourthly, it is a
French characteristic to rely on improvisation; in the
last war they had time to improvise but in this war
they were rushed off their feet. No second defence
line was organized to meet the eventuality of the Germans
breaking through the Maginot Line. All the eggs were
put in one basket. Once that line was broken the
General Staff and the Government lost hope because
they had not planned to deal with a war of mobility.
Once they had envisaged defeat, as I believe Weygand
did after the break-through on the Meuse, defeat became
probable. The memories of 1870 defeats became more
insistent than of 1918 victories. Then began the exodus,
dbe sauve qui peut among the rich, which spread event-
ually to everyone, as the Germans advanced. Fifthly, the
Preach were too civilized to adopt the ruthless methods
of the Germans. Instead of forcing refugees and soldiers
to stand their ground by shooting them down if neces-
sary, they allowed them to overwhelm France like a
scourge of locusts, blocking lines of communications and
interfering with military operations. Bat even if I went
on addkg to the list of reasons, as I see them, for the
defeat, it is still very hard to understand. France has
been beaten in a way that Republican Spain was not